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This Week 


Floydada to Matador 
-Amato 12721, Pisacane 
and Ehrenman present 3 
Saroyan plays, Directed by 
Ehrenman, 


The Righteous Are 
Bold-Holiday 12/22. Ed- 
die Dowling produced & 
directed Irish play by 
Frank Carney. 


Next Week 


Red Roses for Me- 


Baoth 12728. .. third Per- 
son-President 12729. 


Theatre on TV 


Babes in Toyland- 
NBC 9PM EST 12/24... 
Peter Pan-NBC 1/9... 
Blithe Spirit-NBC 9 EST 
1/14... Eden Rose-NBC 
2/7...Good Fairy-NBC 
2/l...High Tor- CBS 
3/10. 


Children's Theatre 


Bil and Cora Baird's 
Marionette Theatre-Phoe- 
nix 12/26-12/30, Matinee 
performances only. 


Best Wishes on NewYear 
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Six Characters in Search of an Author-Phoenix- 12/11 
Majority of NY daily reviewers approved revival of Piran- 
dello play. Dissenters included Kerr, Herald Tribune, Cole- 
man, mirror, and Watts, Post. Heading pro side, Times re- 
viewer thought it a brillant production of a brilliant script. 
Top credit went to Tyrone Guthrie for direction. Both Haw- 
kins, World Telegram & Sun, and Chapman, News, approved, 
but feared entire performance was on the shallow side. Mc- 
Clain, Journal American, found it wonderful, but admitted he 
was stumped as to its immediate meanings. Mild con filed 
by Herald Tribune aisle-sitter praised director but feared 
the 'real'' elements overrode the basic comedy of script. 
Coleman, Mirror, vetoed it for being too slapstick, and Watts, 
Post, said no due to fact that farce was overplayed. Betty 
Lou Holland won top honors in cast, 


Thesmophoriazusae- Rooftop- 12/13-12/18. Aristophanes 
comedy was okayed by the critics, but the rooftop theatre 
production was panned by most. Kerr, Herald Tribune, panned 
producers Boyle and Betbeze for having 3 bad plays in 3 trys. 
Atkinson, Times, leveled the bad acting as reason for dislike. 
‘Watts, Post, alone thought it was a poor play to begin with. 
Mild pro filed by Coleman, Mirror, who thought any play by 
Greek author worth seeing for historical purposes. While 
Hawkins, WT&S, enjoyed the special kind of comedy involved, 
Show folded after first week's run. 


Second Glances at Plays 


The Desk Set might be as mechanical as the mechanical 
brain it is about, but Shirley Booth's characteristic magic 
is brillant, reminds Watts, Post... Roomful of Roses is con- 
siderably better than its reviewers would have you believe, 
Post critic adds. Its humor and observation are bright and 
fresh, its sympathy never too sentimental and it possesses 
the rare virtue of depicting childrdn who are likeable and 
humanly likeable rather than precocious. 


WISHING YOU 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Bijou Theatre on West 45 will be 
lost once again to films. 1500 seat house 
opens Dec 24 with ''Too Bad She's Bad" 
film with Sophia Oren and in Feb, will 
play "Richard III" film for extended run, 
Joyce Grenfel Requests the Pleasure was 
last legit show to play house, 


tLAYS 


City Center will present this 
Spring King and I, Carmen Jones, and 
Kiss Me, Kate...Orson Welles will pre- 
sent only King l.ear at City Center, Vol- 
pone may be presented on Broadway... 
Garson Kanin will take over producting 
and rewriting chores of Sherwood's Small 
War in Manhattan when Playwrights pre- 
sent it...Shangri-La production may be 
taken over by Robert Fryer and Lawrence 
Carr...Maiden Voyage has been postponed 
by Billy Rose due to theatre shortage... 
l.ittle Glass Clock to be presented by Myers 
-Aldrich-Fleischmann, 


i~LAYERS 


Lena Horne quit Queen of Sheba cast 
...Julie Wilson replaces Pat Marshall in 
Pajama Game Jan 23, latter joining Mr. 
Wonderful... Coral Browne joined Tam- 
burlaine the Great...G, Albert Smith and 
Eulebelle Moore joined Debut... Sylvia 
Sydney will star in Protective Custody... 
Maxwell Anderson elected to American 
Academy of Arts...Moss Hart elected 
president of Authors League of America. 
..."'Age and Stage of Harrigan and Hart" 
exhibit at Museum of City of New York, 
5th Ave and 103, open thru April. 


VAUDEVILLE 
Rodolfo and Juanita, Leon Fields, 


Midge and Bill Haggett, Phil Ramano, Roy 
Douglas at current Palace bill.. 


OTHER BROADWAYS 


Fanny production in Munich okayed by 
critics,..Soviet Government is paying maj- 
or expensesof Porgy and Bess trip, but com- 
pany would stiil spend $4000 per week... 
British Shakespeare Memorial Theatre will 
probably play at Stratford, Conn in 1957. 


THEATRE BURLESQUE 


Newark, NJ, City Council adopted amend- 
ments "banning nudity, transparent clothing, 
bumps, grinds and off-color jokes" at city 
burlesque houses, Public hearing scheduled 
for Dec 21. 


THEATRE TV & RADIC NOTES 


Charles Laughton will read Christmas 
selections Dec 24 on NBC TV 1115 EST... 
Jerome Robbins will produce NBC-TV Pet- 
er Pan show starring Mary Martin ...Thea- 
tre Guild will present 6 90 minute color 
dramas on ABC TV next year... Maxwell 
Anderson's Huck Finn to be produced on 
NBC TV Evans show in March with music 
by Kurt Weill... Julie Harris will star in 
NBC TV Evans The Good Fairy due in Feb. 
... Sidney Kingsley signed as producer-dir- 
ector-authr for CBS TV. 


THEATRE FILM NOTES 


Ingrid Bergman to star in "Anastasia" 
... Josh Logan signed to do 4 pictures in 6 
years for Warners..,.20th Century Fox has 
bought Hatful of Rain... Universal bought 
Emperor Jones 


THEATRE RECORD NOTES 


Oh, Kay musical by Gershwin- Wodehouse 
to be recorded by Columbia. Show was pro- 
duced in NY in 1926...Coral signed Amazing 
Adele original cast rights, RCA has Vamp 
original cast rights.. 


j ~ 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


ROSE vs MOSES...A summer Shakespeare festival for NY Central Park was one of a 
dozen entertainment ideas suggested by Billy Rose at a Town Meeting lecture, But 
Park Commissioner Robert Moses answered quickly that as long as he was in con- 
trol the landmark would not be turned into a "nightclub." In previous summers app- 
lication for tent theatres for the park have been rejected, 


COLUMN TIPS... Understudy of a ailing star almost refused to play because he hated 
the lead so much, whispers Winchell...Marcel Marceau will return next year in a 
3 act play in pantomime, reports Walker...Mr. Wonderful will feature runway into 
audience, 


PLAYS OF IDEAS... The exciting plays of the season are those that most meaningfully 
be called the theatre of ideas, sums up Lerner, Post. Writer firmly believes that 
every good play of ideas should be judged by storm signals of thoughts involved, 
not plus and minus signs of critics. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Times reader feels it is a pity that such a fine performance as 
Macbeth presented at Jan Hus House should be ignored by the public...C. D. sub- 
scriber thinks lobby entrances at uptown theatres are often more of a fire hazard 
than some of minor violations some downtown houses have been closed for. 


SHUBERT EMPIRE... Variety hears that Shuberts and Anti-Trust Dept of Justice Dept. 
have reached a settlement, and that Shuberts are making plans to sell many out of 
town houses and at least eight NY houses. Trade paper hears that Shuberts would 
like to sell all NY theatres except those on 44th and 45thSt. J.J, Shubert is suing 
Variety for $500,000 for libel on recent profile of new Shubert empire head. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Current boom season will inspire new theatre buildings in 
next 2 or 3 years, believes Chapman, News... While Watts, Post, sees failure to 
build new theatres a defeatest attitude towards the stage. 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


Off Broaiway can be good and bad, Shows are closing out of town prior 
And this week it was. Thesmophoriazu- to NY openings because they cannot book 
sae at Rooftop was a bad production-- NY theatres. It is too bad that the public 
in acting, directing, translating--of what out of town will only see shows AFTER 
might have been an interesting classic they have been NY hits. A few shows are 
script if played straight. Romeo and touring hoping for a later NY booking, But 
Juliet at Shakespeare Workshop was most, thanks to a hit happy public out of 
a loud reading, with tHe female parts town, will close. It would be a healthy 
portrayed like roles in soap opera. It sign for all concerned if such shows 
is productions as sloppy as these that could make a success out of town with- 


are giving Off Broadway a bad-name. out ever playing in NY. 
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OFF 


BROADWAY 


Living Theatre at 2641 Broadway has 
been closed by Building Department for 
over-seating. Department limited group 
to 18 seat, while producers have been 
seating 60 in room, Group is hunting for 
another off-Broadway location. 


Dragon's Mouth and Thesmophoriaz- 
usae closed...Shakespearewrights next 
play is Midsummer's Night Dream due 
in Jan, Cherry Lane next show is Dandy 
Dick... Franchot Tone to play Astroff in 
4th St. Theatre Uncle Vanya... Dr. Faus- 
tus presented in modern dress by Down- 

-town Players, 3ll E 6 St. 


Pantomime Art Theatre holding shows 
week-ends at 122 Second Ave... Originals 
Only to present new revue The Other Side 
at 430 6th Ave...Elizabeth Parrish and 
Paul Eilers are new leads in Actors Play- 
house production of Out of This World. 


Romeo and Juliet at Shakespeare Thea- 
tre Workshop was mildly panned by Calta, 
Times, for being on the whole colorless... 
She Stoops to Conquer at Provincetown won 


mild pro from Dash, Womens Wear, though 


he did get upset by variety of siyles and 
accents, 


Venice Preserv'd, Restoration play 
by Thomas Otway, presented as second 
of Phoenix "'Side-Show"problems was 
panned by all critics except Coleman, Mir- 
ror, who felt seldom seen play was worth 
viewing. Atkinson, Times, labeled the bad 
acting as ''Twenty Two Characters in Sea- 
rch of Some Actors."'. 


YIDDISH 
THEATRE 


Dreams and Deeds, presented in Yid- 
dsh weekends at Radin Audit, 128 Stanton, 
recommended by Rosenberg, Post... My 


Husband the Minister plays weekends 
at Herzlian Playhouse, 314 W 91. 


THEATRE 
BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"Mrs, Fiske and the American 
Theatre" by Archie Binns( Crown) 
billed as one of the top stage biograph- 
ies of the decade, by Down, Variety. 
Author has provided definitive recap 
of Fishe's complex and important car- 
eer, but has pegged accurately an enor- 
mous panorama of dramatic history that 
backed her life, trade critic raved. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 
COMMENTS 


"The Popular Gershwin" released 
by RCA Victor with dozen artists singing 
songs, plus profile of author by Arthur 
Schwartz was okayed by Variety mugg. 
...''Fabulous Mae West" disc by Decca, 
was rated by Variety as more of a histor- 
ical document than straight entertainment. 


THEATRE 
TV COMMENT 
"Edward My Son" written by and 
starring Robert Morley was lauded by 


Gould, Times, and Crosby, Herald Trib- 
une as a gem of vehicle for the star. 


CRITICAL DIGEST covers NYC legit theatre 


-News, reviews, comments from 50 publicat- 
ions. Shows, theatre records, theatre books, 
theatre on TV covered, Plus accurate, con- 
cise reports on current NYC theatre ticket 
situation, Special summer theatre coverage. 
Perfect year round gift for every theatre fan 
on your list, Published weekly. $25 year. 
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